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BEFORE READING
Front Cover

1. What kind of animal is a coyote?
2. What is it known to be like?
3. The Cambridge university dictionary defi nes a 

soundbite as: a short sentence or phrase that is 
easy to remember, often included in a speech 
made by a politician and repeated in newspapers 
and on television and radio. What do you think 
Coyote’s Soundbite might be about based on this 
defi nition?

4. Under the title it says A Poem for Our Planet.  How 
are poems different from stories? Who are poems 
usually written for? Why might someone want to 
write a poem to the planet?

5. What do you see on the front cover? What colours 
are used?

6. What do you predict the book will be about?

Blurb

1. ‘Earth-goddesses are planning a conference!’ What is a conference? What usually 
happens at a conference? What do you think the earth-goddesses might be 
discussing?

2. ‘Goddesses will debate the burning environmental issues of our time…’ What are 
some of the environmental issues that are currently affecting us? Mind-map all the 
issues, and think of possible ways to help reduce their impact.

3. The Coyote is described as ‘infamous’. What does this word mean? Have a look at 
the defi nition, and then predict why the coyote might be ‘infamous’ as opposed to 
‘famous’.

4. What do you notice about the illustration of the coyote on the back page compared 
to the front? How is it different?
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Endpapers

1. The fi rst page is full of trees. What do you know about trees? Why are trees so 
important for the planet?

2. How do the trees look on this fi rst page? How do the colours help to present them in 
this light?

3. 
4. On the second page, the colours have become darker. What do you think may have 

happened to the trees? What do you think the illustrator is trying to show about what 
might be happening to our planet?

DURING READING
Pages 1-2

1. What are the Earth-goddesses planning?
2. What kind of atmosphere is being created in the 

rainforest? How can you tell? Why do you think this 
might be?

3. Look at all the animals on the page—which ones 
can you identify?
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Pages 3-4

1. The earth-goddesses attending the conference are 
described as coming “from far fl ung corners of the 
planet.” Why do you think it might be important to 
ensure the voices of everyone around the world are 
heard?

2. The earth-goddesses’ “burning issue” is whether 
humans are “blind”. What do you think they might 
mean here? What might humans be blind to see?

3. On these two pages, you can see some earth-
goddesses. Can you look for them, and try to 
identify what they might be symbolising? For 
example, the blue earth-goddess in the right hand 
corner may symbolise winter or the cold.

Pages 5-6

1. On this page, what do we fi nd out about some of the things the earth-goddesses do?
2. For each of the things mentioned on this page, can you fi nd where they are hidden in 

the illustrations?
3. What is your opinion on what the earth-goddesses are like? 

Pages 7-8

1. How is the Coyote described in this section of the poem? 
How does the illustration of him on page 7 help you 
understand what he is like?

2. What do we fi nd out about who is allowed to attend the 
conference held by the earth-goddesses?

3. Why do you think John Agard chose to have a conference 
held by females, for females? How are they usually seen in 
society and what might John Agard be trying to do here?
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Pages 9-10

1. What does the Coyote decide to do as a way to go to the conference? Do you think 
this is a good idea?

2. Coyote is very proud of his idea. How can you tell he thinks this from the illustrations 
on this page?

3. Does his plan work? 

Pages 11-12

1. The chair goddess is Darana, who comes from Australia. She was the God of Creation. 
What did her singing create?

2. What do we learn about the story Darana tells about her connection to the humans? 
3. From the illustrations on this page, what things do you notice that have associations 

with Australia? 

Pages 13-14

1. The second earth-goddess is Oduduwa. She is 
from Nigeria and she represents the Earth. She 
describes herself as ‘the tree of sixteen branches’. 
Why do you think she refers to herself as a tree 
with branches? What might it be representing?

2. Oduduwa makes a joke about humans. What does 
she say?

3. From the image, what things do you notice that 
may be linked to the continent of Africa?
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Pages 15-16

1. We are then introduced to Kujum Chantu, who is the earth-goddess from the Apatani 
Tribe in India. What do we fi nd about what happened to Kujum Chantu’s body parts?

2. Kujum Chantu sacrifi ced her body to create Earth. Where did the humans come from?
3. Look at the illustration of Kujum Chantu. How has the illustrator portrayed all these 

things?

Pages 17-18

1. This section is about the earth-goddess Ninam. 
She is the earth-goddess of the Inuit people, who 
are the indigenous people from Alaska, Canada 
and Greenland. These places are very cold. What 
are we told about Ninam to confi rm she lives in a 
cold place?

2. We are told that Ninam is upset about something 
the humans are doing to polar bears. What does 
she say they are doing?

3. How do the illustrations on this page portray a cold 
place? What can you identify as belonging outside 
in the cold and in the water?

Pages 19-20

1. We next meet Brigid. Brigid is the Gaelic deity, representing the people of Ireland. 
How does Brigid contribute to the earth?

2. What is described as happening to Brigid to upset her?
3. How does the illustration of Brigid refl ect her ability?
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Pages 21-22

1. On these pages, we meet Panchamama, who is the earth-
goddess of the Incas, from Peru. What do we fi nd out about 
her personality?

2. What are some of the issues that Panchamama is angry 
about?

3. Panchamama’s words make the animals react. How do the 
illustrations portray their feelings? What do they look like 
they are doing in the drawings?

Pages 23-24

1. An important part of a conference is to allow those attending to make comments and 
ask questions, which is what Darana does. How do the animals initially react, and why 
might this be?

2. What does the Coyote suggest is the solution to the problems?
3. Look closely at the illustrations on these two pages. Can you fi nd all the earth-

goddesses?

Pages 25-26

1. According to the Coyote, why is a soundbite effective?
2. What is the soundbite, and what does it mean?
3. How do all the animals react?
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Pages 27-28

1. What does Coyote fi nd when he gets home?
2. How is this part of the poem funny? What could have been easier for them both?

Pages 29-30

1. We fi nd out that Mrs Coyote’s message to the males is the same message Mr Coyote 
had for the females. What does this tell us about gender? Does it matter which 
gender you are, when dealing with important issues, such as caring for our planet?

2. What kind of relationship do you think Mr and Mrs Coyote have?

AFTER READING
1. This book is about earth-goddesses from different places in the 

world, some indigenous, some mythological, some modern. Is 
there a similarity between what all the earth-goddesses did? 
What were they all concerned about? What does this teach us 
about people, no matter where they are from? What does it 
teach us about how we should treat the earth, as well as each 
other?

2. Create your own rainforest terrarium: https://www.kew.org/
read-and-watch/how-to-make-terrarium

3. Write a letter to your local MP about some of the things that 
you feel are important, and how we can help to protect our 
planet.

4. Imagine you are an earth-goddess or earth-god. Stand up 
and give a speech about what your special ability is, and how 
humans are affecting you, and what they should do about it.
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